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and this is going to change lives, hundreds
of thousands of people’s lives.”

I went to Kansas and saw what Cessna is
doing with our welfare reform program to
take the hardest-to-place welfare people, of-
tentimes women that had been brutally
abused in their homes, and give them train-
ing programs and jobs and guarantee jobs to
them. I'm talking about high school drop-
outs—that had been brutally abused—in
Cessna making high wages with guaranteed
benefits, and they have a 71 percent success
rate.

And all these things happen, and just re-
peatedly, somebody will be with me that
works with us and we’d all look at each other
and we’d just laugh and say, “You know, this
is what we got into public life to do, to give
people the tools to change their lives for the
better.”

That is what the Democratic Party stands
for. And you need to take a lot of pride in
it, and you need to understand what we have
done, how it happened, and what we intend
to do. And if you do that, then this State,
where we have to win the independent vote
to win any elections, will see us as the party
of positive change. We'll have more Demo-
crats. We'll have more young people who are
Democrats. The main thing is, we’ll have a
better America. When you go out of here
today, you tell people that, and be proud you
did what you did.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m. at the
Tennis Pavilion in the Lawrence C. Phipps Me-
morial Conference Center-University of Denver.
In his remarks, he referred to Manny Rodriguez,
vice chair, Colorado State Democratic Party; Lt.
Gov. Gail Schottler of Colorado; and Dottie
Lamm, Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate.

Proclamation 7055—National Family
Caregivers Week, 1997

November 22, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During this season of thanksgiving, when
we reflect on the many blessings that have
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been bestowed on us as individuals and as
a Nation, we are especially grateful for the
love of our families and friends. One of the
most profound ways in which that love is ex-
pressed is through the generous support pro-
vided by caregivers to those who need help
if they are to remain in their homes and com-
munities.

Caregivers reflect family and community
life at its best. Thanks to their efforts, Ameri-
cans with disabilities and a growing number
of elderly Americans are able to stay in famil-
iar surroundings and to maintain their dignity
and independence. Caregivers not only en-
hance the quality of life for those they serve,
but also greatly reduce the demands on the
formal system of caregiving services in our
Nation.

The statistics describing caregivers in
America today tell an extraordinary story of
generosity and compassion. Nearly one in
four households is involved in caring for a
relative or other loved one in need, providing
a range of assistance from personal care to
household help to transportation. Thirty per-
cent of caregivers are caring for two or more
people, and 64 percent hold down jobs while
providing such care. Caregivers share not
only their time, but also their resources,
spending some $2 billion a month of their
own assets for groceries, medicine, and other
aid.

There is another side to caregiving in
America today. Many older relatives now
take care of children whose parents, for
whatever reason, are no longer able to pro-
vide that care themselves. These generous
men and women, who in many cases have
already raised families and are looking for-
ward to pursuing their own interests in re-
tirement, embrace the challenges of
parenting a new generation of young people.
They give millions of our most vulnerable
youth the opportunity to grow up in stable,
loving homes.

These everyday heroes among us deserve
our lasting gratitude and respect. This week,
as we honor the many contributions that fam-
ily caregivers make to the quality of our na-
tional life, let us resolve to work through our
community, religious, social, business, and
other organizations to offer programs and



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Nov. 22

services that will provide caregivers the sup-
port and encouragement they need to carry
out their vital responsibilities.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 23
through November 29, 1997, as National
Family Caregivers Week. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, businesses, communities, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the
United States to acknowledge the invaluable
efforts of caregivers this week and through-
out the year.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-seven, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:55 a.m., November 24, 1997]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 25.

Remarks at a Dinner for Senator
Patty Murray in Medina, Washington

November 22, 1997

Thank you very much, Senator. Thank you,
Lori, and thank you for the convictions you
expressed in your remarks. And | want to
thank you and Lars for opening your home,
and | want to thank your children for the
wonderful gifts they gave me from their
classes.

Mayor Rice, Mayor-elect Schell, Congress-
men Dicks and McDermott and Smith; can-
didates Brian Baird and Greta Cammermyer;
and ladies and gentlemen. | want to say most
of all, thank you for being here for Patty
Murray. We have representatives of great
companies  here:  Boeing,  Microsoft,
Starbucks, and others. We have representa-
tives of labor here. We have educators here.
We have Native Americans here. We've got
small business people. We have all different
kinds of folks that make up Woashington
State’s future and America’s future. And I
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want to thank the first lady of Washington
for being here. It's my understanding that
there’s a good chance that Gary Locke now
has a sterling opportunity to become the first
American President of China as a result of
his—[laughter].

I also want to say Congressman Dicks is
an incredibly graceful loser tonight. [Laugh-
ter] You were great, but those of us who
know you know that you hated every minute
of that—[laughter]—which is one of the rea-
sons you are such a good Representative of
your people. [Laughter]

I would like to say just a generic word of
thanks to the people of Washington for send-
ing Norm Dicks and Jim McDermott and
Adam Smith and Patty Murray to Washing-
ton. And there’s a reason I'm here, besides
the fact that Patty Murray is a Democrat.
And | hope the fact that she votes with me
most of the time will not be a deterrent; the
people of Washington voted for me twice and
| appreciate that very much. But Patty Mur-
ray will take a tough stand and do what’s right
over the long run even if it's painful in the
short run. And in a period of great change
in how we work and live and relate to the
rest of the world, | think that’s a pretty im-
portant quality. Someone who remembers
that her obligations to her children translate
into a larger obligation to the children of this
State and Nation is someone worthy of your
support.

She was one of the co-sponsors of our defi-
cit reduction plan back in 1993, and we didn’t
get a single vote from the other party. They
said, oh, we were going to explode the deficit
and bankrupt the economy, and | heard all
that. And some of the voters bought it in
1994. But now you know, because—this year
the deficit is $23 billion, down 92 percent
from where it was before I took office, and
that's before we get one dollar of savings
from the Balanced Budget Act, thanks to
Patty Murray. And I'll never forget it.

She fought to pass the crime bill in 1994.
And I'll never forget it; | thought | was lost
in the fun house when people said, “Well,
Mr. President, they’ll accuse you of being a
Republican. Democrats aren't supposed to
care about crime.” | said, “Well, if you've
ever been a victim, you know it has no par-
tisan tinge.” And we had a crime bill that
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